Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Sept. 14

of all this evil, we remain strong and united,
“one Nation under God.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, Sep-
tember 14, 2001, as a National Day of Prayer
and Remembrance for the Victims of the
Terrorist Attacks on September 11, 2001. I
ask that the people of the United States and
places of worship mark this National Day of
Prayer and Remembrance with noontime
memorial services, the ringing of bells at that
hour, and evening candlelight remembrance
vigils. I encourage employers to permit their
workers time off during the lunch hour to
attend the noontime services to pray for our
land. T invite the people of the world who
share our grief to join us in these solemn
observances.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:58 p.m., September 13, 2001]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 14.

Memorandum on Benefits for
Survivors of Public Safety Officers

September 13, 2001

Memorandum for the Attorney General

Subject: Benefits for Survivors of Public
Safety Officers

I hereby direct you to implement proce-
dures to streamline the application, approval,
and payment process for claims for benefits
under the Public Safety Officers” Benefits
Act of 1976 by eligible survivors of fire-
fighters, police officers, medical rescue per-
sonnel, and other public safety officers who
died in the line of duty as a result of the
terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.
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I further direct that you work with Fed-
eral, State and local officials and deploy the
resources of the relevant offices within the
Department of Justice to provide immediate
assistance to the survivors of those public
safety officers who have sacrificed their lives
for our communities and country.

George W. Bush

Remarks at the National Day of
Prayer and Remembrance Service

September 14, 2001

We are here in the middle hour of our
grief. So many have suffered so great a loss,
and today we express our Nation’s sorrow.
We come before God to pray for the missing
and the dead and for those who love them.

On Tuesday our country was attacked with
deliberate and massive cruelty. We have seen
the images of fire and ashes and bent steel.
Now come the names, the list of casualties
we are only beginning to read.

They are the names of men and women
who began their day at a desk or in an airport,
busy with life. They are the names of people
who faced death and in their last moments
called home to say, “Be brave,” and, “I love
you.” They are the names of passengers who
defied their murderers and prevented the
murder of others on the ground. They are
the names of men and women who wore the
uniform of the United States and died at
their posts. They are the names of rescuers,
the ones whom death found running up the
stairs and into the fires to help others. We
will read all these names. We will linger over
them and learn their stories, and many Amer-
icans will weep.

To the children and parents and spouses
and families and friends of the lost, we offer
the deepest sympathy of the Nation. And I
assure you, you are not alone.

Just 3 days removed from these events,
Americans do not yet have the distance of
history. But our responsibility to history is
already clear: To answer these attacks and
rid the world of evil.

War has been waged against us by stealth
and deceit and murder. This Nation is peace-
ful, but fierce when stirred to anger. This
conflict was begun on the timing and terms



